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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
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Looking back on 2018 as to what we Re-
publicans had to do during
this mid -term election
Y year, | have to say that we
did rather well. On the na-
_(tional level, the much her-
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, we still have a Republi-
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can Governor with a Ron DeSantis victory,
and we finally got rid of Bill Nelson with
Governor Rick Scott winning the US Senate
seat.

Yes, we saw the Democrats taking control
of the US House of Representatives, but it
was no surprise to anyone, since it seems it
is almost traditional that in a mid -year elec-
tion, the Presidentds
certain amount of power. If you use the def-

inition of an odelection waveo as defined by
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party losing control. That would mean the
Democrats had to pick up 48 seats in the
US House. They gained
this drum beat on the national news that
the Republicans got handed their head. We
are stronger than ever in the US Senate, and
we still have a Republican President in the
White House. The President will undoubt-
edly be attacked viciously by the Democrat-

ic US House over the next two years, but
look what happened to them with their at-
tack on US Supreme Court Associate Justice
Brett Kavanagh. It back fired. The same will
happen with the President.

What was strategic is how the focus of
the President was on the retention and ex-
pansion of the Republican majority in the
US Senate. The man is a brilliant strategist.
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We honor the life of our
41st President, George
H. W. Bush. A trusted
leader, a patriot and a
true Republican. We
morn his passing and offer con-
dolences to his family . Our coun-

v |[dry has lost a great President
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The final outcome of the US Senate is 53
Republicans, 45 Democrats and 2 Inde-
pendent s. That doesnodt
President Pence could be called upon as

a tie -breaker. It was pretty clear the US
House would turnover, so put your ef-

forts on what presents the highest prob-

tween the US Senate Republican majority
and the President, the Democratic US
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every turn.
So, the time to get the Republican Party

We saw how important it was to stay
strategically focused and stay energized

with this recent election. Remember, we

must get President Donald J. Trump re -
elected. If we do, | believe we will also re-
gain the US House.
level is to build our numbers and in-
crease our volunteers. That we will be fo-
cusing on over 2019. We want to go into
2020 ready for victory. .

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!
Gene

Gene Murtha
Charlotte County Republican Club President
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A GLOBAL LOOK at CHARITABLE GIVING

Robert R. McMillin ~ www.bobmcmillin.net

AS we approach Christmas, a time for giving, here is a simple fact.

teer for good causes, we are second. While the statistics are not fully current, it is safe to say
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The United States
leads the world in charitable contributions and with regard to the number of people who volun-

that some $290 billion was donated in 2017 to charities across the nation. The leading recipi-

ents were religious organizations, receiving around $100 billion.

Taking a look at charitable giving, by country, as a percent of GDP, the results are inter-
esting. The United States gives almost 1.8 percent of our GDP each year. Canada and England

are second with around 0.7 percent of GDP. France is close to the bot-
tom with charitable contributions around 0.15 percent of its GDP.

Also, the facts relating to time volunteered to charities across the
world are also quite interesting. Only Canadians give more of their per-
sonal time to help charities. In the United States only 20 percent of us
volunteer to help not  -for -profit organizations. Some 25 percent of Cana-
dians volunteer their time to help. And they donate over five hours per
month with U.S. residents only giving some 2.2 hours each month.

As | started to write this piece, | could not help but reflect back to

a business challenge faced by my employer in France. | just assumed that charitable organiza-
tions would be all over the countryside. Wrong. There were very few, particularly after leaving

Paris. France, at that time, was just not into charities.

As you re -examine the facts, we have a lot of room to expand charitable giving in the
United States. Care coming from individuals is much better than processing that money from

taxes through the government to the charity next door.

Another interesting fact is that charitable giving by corporations only accounts for five
percent of the annual total in the United States 0 or $13 billion of the total of $260 billion. We
are a generous people compared to the rest of the world, but we could do much more.

Just think about the challenges people, our neighbors, feel in these uncertain economic
times. It would not hurt if we were all to volunteer some time or contribute money. Some-

times, the challenge is where to give? There are so many worthy organizations deserving of our

support.

The best way to start is to think about what concerns you the most. Then, do some in-

ternet research about where to give. Another approach is to give more to your local church or

temple. | have also found helpful seeking information from my friends who
volunteers. They can always come up with positive suggestions.
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If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap.
2 If you want happiness for a day, go fishing.

us
-
2

: If you want happiness for a year, inherit a fortune.
f you want happiness for

 Chinese Proverb
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CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS 5

THERE WILL BE NO MIXER IN DECEMBER
OUR NEXT MIXER WiLLI BE:ONJ MONDAYY. JANUARYY 144 @ 5-6:30 pm L ashley-CrabHouse

DECEMBER CHRISTMAS DINNER MEETING
WEDINSESYDAY 19DBE®. 19, 2018

Remember; We are back at Isles Yacht Club for our monthly dinner medtings.
Happy hour56 : 00 pm wi th dinner and t hle everl

MENU
House Salad with Ranch Dressing
Roast Turkey or Grilled Mahi Mahi

Candy Cane Ice Cream
, B ' ee

For reservations contact Claire Phelen: clairephelen@comcast.net 941 -575-0734
Please place reservations no later than Friday 12/14/18

Program for Christmas Dinner Meeting
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We are deeply saddened by the passing of Frank Betz a long term membdr
, of the Charlotte County Republican Club who passed away suddenly on
- Monday, November 5, 2018.
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Di fferences Between Republic

Republicans say "Merry Christmas!" Democrats say "Happy Holidays!"

Republicans help the poor duringbthe holidays by sending $50 to the Salvation Army. Democrats
help the poor by giving $50, one buck at a time, to panhandlers on the street.

Democrats get back at the Republicans on their Christmas list by giving them fruitcakes. Republi -
cans re -wrap them and send themtoin  -laws.

Democrats let their kids open all the gifts on Christmas Eve. Republicans make their kids wait until
Christmas morning.

When toasting the holidays, Republicans ask for eggnog or mulled wine. Democrats ask for a "Bud."

When not in stores, Republicans shop from a catalog. Democrats watch for "incredible TV offers" on
late night television.

Democrats do much of their shopping at Target and Wal -Mart. So do Republicans, but they don't ad-
mit it.

Republican parents have no problem buying toy guns for their kids. Democrats refuse to do so. That
is why their kids pretend to shoot each other with dolls.

Republicans spends hundreds of dollars and hours of work decorating the yard with outdoor lights
and Christmas displays. Democrats save their time and money, and drive around at night to look at
other people's lights.

Democrats' favorite Christmas movie is "Miracle on 34th Street." Republicans' favorite Christmas
movie is "It's a Wonderful Life." Right  -Wing Republicans' favorite Christmas movie is "Die Hard."

Republicans always take the price tag off expensive gifts before wrapping. Democrats also remove
price tags off pricey gifts ... and reposition them to make sure they are seen.

Republicans wear wide red ties and green sports jackets during the festive season. Demaocrats do
too, all year round.

Most Republicans try, at least once, enclosing indulgent, wretchedly maudlin form letters about
their families in their Christmas cards. Public ridicule from Demaocrats usually discourages them
from doing it again.

Democrats' favorite Christmas carol is "Deck the Halls." Young Democrats' favorite Christmas carol
is "Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer." Republicans' favorite Christmas carol is "White Christ-
mas." Young Republicans' favorite Christmas carol is "White Christmas."

Cheapskate Republicans buy an artificial Christmas tree. Tight -fisted Democrats buy a real tree, but
they wait until the week before Christmas when the lots lower their prices.

Republicans see nothing wrong with letting their children play "Cowboys and Indians." Democrats
don't either, as long as the Indians win.

Republicans first began thinking like Republicans when they stopped believing in Santa Claus. Dem-
ocrats became Democrats because they never stopped believing in Santa Claus.
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